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Introducing
ourselves

Jennifer Maverley

N 24 _

German teacher at Loreto College

Passionate about the German language
and culture in the different German
speaking countries

Sophia Ennemoser
Language assistant from Austria

Passionate about teaching students
about the Austrian culture and language
# Austria is not Germany

which Is why we decided to
create the Culture Corner



Die Kulturecke

The Culture Corner

Sociocultural Awareness

Creating awareness through providing the
students with all sorts of cultural
information and resources

Sociocultural Comparison
Encouraging the students to draw
comparisons between German and
Austrian culture and their cultural
backgrounds

Sociocultural Similarities
Highlighting the differences and the
similarities of German and Austrian culture
and the students’ cultural backgrounds




In cooperation with ...

The culture corner project is created together with all German year groups, but
the transition year students contribute most to it. The project’s target group,
however, is not limited to the German language students. The culture corner
has been put up in the hallway next to the language classrooms which means
that in-between classes students of other languages get the chance to look at
it and learn about German and Austrian culture too.



TYs at work on the Culture Corner




The Corner
Stones of the

Culture Corner

Posters on recent
events in German

speaking countries

Story Time Auf Deutsch =
With Gephis

Advertisement of
German activities at
the school

Playlists, Social Media
& more
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TAG DER DEUTSCHEN EINHEIT

I OSte rs o n DER TAG DER DEUTSCHEN EINHEIT IST DER

NATIONALFEIERTAG DEUTSCHLANDS. ER WIRD
AM 3 OKTOBER GEFEIERT. ER ERINNERT AN
DIE DEUTSCHE WIEDERVEREINIGUNG IM

Recent Events

THE DAY OF GERMAN UNITY IS CELEBRATED

EACH YEAR WITH A CEREMONIAL ACT AND A
W h y N CITIZEN'S FESTIVAL.
- THE MAIN CELEBRATIONS ARE FOR GERMAN
UNITY, CELEBRATING EAST AND WEST

One way of bringing culture into school and to life is to inform AR SO

students about what is going on in the countries where the

language they learn is spoken.
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How is it done? g LA B AR DAY |

In October the TYs did some research and made posters about | e PIC-COLLAGE

the German and Austrian national day. They included QR codes
to the national anthemes.

In class we talked to the different year groups about those, and
other German autumn traditions like for example Oktoberfest.

The Austrian national

day is a public holiday.

Future outlook:

Every month new events and festivities will be presented and
explained (e.g. New Year traditions, Carnival, Easter, ...)

\ a Christmas special edition

N



Christmas
Special Edition

Christmas time is a time full of traditions, events and festivities.
Therefore, we planned something special. Together with the TYs
Ms Maverley and I made an advent calendar.

Why?

First of all, an advent calendar offers the chance to present 24 facts
about Austrian and German Christmas traditions in a more exciting
way than a poster. Secondly, the advent calendar was invented in
Germany which makes it the ideal medium to talk about Christmas
traditions in the German speaking countries.

Every day the students open one bauble, which includes a fact in
German and English, a picture and a QR code to an online resource (e.g.
video, song, recipe). The tree is accessible for all students, however,
the German students deal with it more intensively, as we dedicate the
first minutes of every class to opening the baubles, watching the QR
code content and talking about it.




A closer look at
some baubles

To give an example of what kind of information the
advent calendar provides, the next couple of slides
show some of the baubles the TYs and I have made.

All baubles start with a fact saying “Did you know that..”
in English and in German. They all include a picture and
a QR code.

The first bauble

The first bauble explains the German origin of the
advent calendar and provides the QR code to a video
that explains it further.



A closer look at
some baubles

The second bauble

The second bauble shows a typical German-Austrian
Christmas cookie and the QR Code brings them to a recipe
video that I filmed for them.

This bauble was part of a little project we did with the second-
year students. The second-year students had recently
finished the chapter on food and we decided to put their
knowledge into practice. Everyone should film a German
baking video and bring the baked product and the video to
school for a little “tasting and video session”.

I also made a video that we then included in the advent
calendar. The video is recorded in German but in the beginning
the recipe is provided in English as well, to make it accessible
for everyone who would like to try it.






Did you know that...

today twigs are cut and putina
vase? They are called “Barbara’s
twigs” and if they bloom until
Christmas Eve, it brings luck and
blessings.

A closer look at
some baubles

e Vase gestellt werden? Sie




A closer look at
some baubles

Did you know that...

,Weihnachtsmann & Co. KG*,
a 26-part cartoon series, has been
shown on German and Austrian TV
every year around Christmas time
since 1997?

Did you know that... Wousstest du, dass ...

today is “Nikolaus” day? Saint heute Nikolaustag ist? Der heilige

Nicholas brings sweets and little Nikolaus bringt artigen Kinde
v m
pr.esents to nice kids. In some StRigkeiten und kleine Geschenke
regions shoes are placed outside In manchen Regionen werden |
the door, which Saint Nicholaus ~ Schuhe vor die Tiir gestellt, die der
then fills. In other regions Saint Nikolaus dann befiillt. In anderen Rt du, dass .
Nicholaus enters the house and " Regi .
| gionen kommt der Nikolaus
hands out the presents with the Haus und verteilt die Gsd'aen:: : Welhnachmann e ¢ e

hElp of angels. ! mithilfe von E - ich ‘& ,ﬂCkseﬂe, seit




A closer look at
some baubles




A closer look at

some baubles







Ted@53

= A series of short

talks given by you
on ANY topic,
every Monday

at lunchtimes in
the Library.

Advertisement of
German activities

First Talk?
215t of November

Where?
The Library

When?
Lunchtime

Talk
the
Talk!

Why?
Students receive many emails a day and might overlook the

email informing them about activities and events organised.
Passing by the culture corner they are reminded of all the
extracurricular German events

What is advertised?

So far, a Ted Talk (where I talked about Austrian stereotypes, Stﬂfy Tlme AUf DelltSCh e
the relationship between Austria and Germany and other facts) WUM/ WM
and the weekly story time session (where I read a German

) (
P W)

comic and plan fun exercises around it) were advertised.

Future outlook:

All future extracurricular events will be advertised on the
culture corner.



o The TedTalk




o German Story Time
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