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· What do you think of when you think of Italy?

· What is Italy famous for?

_______________________________________________________

QUIZ TIME

See if you can guess the answers to the following questions on Italy

1.  When was the country known today as Italy formed? 


a. 1105

b.1861

c.1940’s

2.  What kind of governmental system does Italy have?

3.  Who is the Prime minister of Italy?


a. the Pope

b. Berlusconi

c. Francesco Totti

4.  How many people live in Italy?  


a. 40 million

b. 20million

c. 59 million

5.  The origins of the word ’mafia’  meant :


a.  boldness

b. boasting

c. fearless

6. The Vatican is an independent state and not part of Italy. True or false?

7.   Italy has won the world cup four times. True / false ?

8.   A Margherita pizza is named after Queen Margherita of Italy.  True / false? 

9.  The popular Italian breakfast drink, the cappuccino, gets its name from; 


       a. the hood of a monk 
  b. the name of a football player   

       

       c. a cartoon character.

10.   As well as gladiatorial fights, the people who went to the Colosseum 

        could also see mock sea battles, animal hunts. True/false?
11. The average Italian consumes 26 gallons of wine a year. True /False?

__________________________________________________________

Possible Project Themes
Theme 1: the Colosseum, it’s history and myths.

Theme 2. Ancient Rome,  and the murder of Julius Caesar

Theme 3. The Vatican city, and St. Peter’s basilica

Theme 4. Rome’s tourist sites, pantheon, Spanish steps. Piazza Navona, 

Theme 5. Florence, must see places

Theme 6 Venice, must see places

Theme 7. Ferrari/Maserati

Theme 8. Italian football – a brief history

Theme 9. Francesco Totti - why the Roman’s love him ! 

Theme 10. Milan, the centre for Fashion

Theme 11. Italian food culture and the history of Pizza

Theme 12. The Sistine Chapel

Theme 13. Berlusconi – What a character! 

Theme 14. The Sicilian mafia

Theme 15. Italian hand gestures

Theme 16. The history of the fiat 500 – Italian’s family car

Theme 17: famous Italian films /actors

Theme 18. Michelangelo’s statue of David.

Theme 19. The story of the Sistine chapel

Theme 20. Italy’s most famous booze! (prosecco, Chianti, nastro Azzurro)

Theme 21. The Italian language and Italian dialects

Theme 22. Pompeii and Mt. Vesuvius

Theme 23. The Earthquake in Abbruzzo.

Theme 24. The Palio of Siena.

Theme 25. A theme of your choosing……….

Theme 1: The Colosseum and the Gladiators:  
Things to find out - 

When was the Colosseum built?

Who built the Colosseum?

How long did it take to build?

Why is it called the Colosseum?

What is the Colosseum ?

How many spectators could it hold?

Where did the women and slaves sit?

What do the roman numbers over each entrance mean?

What spectacles could you watch in the Colosseum?

What animals could you see as part of the shows in the Coloseum?

What lay under the floor of the Colosseum?

Who paid for the games in the Colosseum?

Who were gladiators? Where did they come from?

Where did Gladiators train?

 Were there different kinds of Gladiators?

Who decided if a Gladiator lived or died at the end of a fight?

How did a gladiator win his freedom?

What happened to the Colosseum when it stopped being used for Gladiatorial fights?

Why does the Colosseum look so shabby today? Where has its marble seats gone?

How may visitors visit the Colosseum every year?

Theme 2: Ancient Rome and the Murder of Julius Caesar.

Things to Find out – 

When did the Roman Empire begin? How long did it last for?

Who was the first Emperor of Ancient Rome?

How many people lived in Ancient Rome in 1st AD ?

What kind of Government did they have back then?

Where did the ordinary people live?

Where did the rich nobles live?

Describe the Roman bath houses?

What did Ancient Romans eat?

How did children learn? Were there schools?

What age were people when they got married?

What was an orator?

What kind of entertainment was there in ancient Rome?

What was the roman Forum?

Who was Julius Caesar?

How did he take control over Rome?

Who, where, and how was he murdered?

Why was he killed?

What does the name Caesar mean?

Theme 3: The Vatican City and St. Peter’s Basilica

Find out the following info:

1. When did the Vatican city-state come into existence?

2. How many people live there?

3. Why is it important?

4. What are the main languages spoken there?

5. Are there special Vatican passports?

6. Who is the ruler of the Vatican city-state?

7. Who are the Swiss Guards?

8.Describe the uniform of a Swiss guard?

9. How can you become a Swiss guard?

10. Can a woman be a Swiss guard?

11. How does the Vatican City make money?

12. When was the first St. Peter’s basilica built?

13. When was Michelangelo’s dome built?

14. Who designed St. Peter’s Square?

15. Who do the statues on-top of the arms of the square represent?

18. How many people can fit inside St. Peter’s 

19. How wide is the Dome? 

20. What dead pope’s bodies can you see if you go to St. Peters?

21. Why do people rub the foot of the statue of St. Peter?

Theme 4: Rome’s tourist sites

Include the following points in your research:

1. What are the main tourist attractions in Rome – what should you definitely see/ visit?

2. Why are the Spanish steps well known –why are they called the Spanish steps?

3. What is the story behind the statues in the Trevi fountain, who did they represent– why do you throw a coin into the Trevi fountain? What famous film was shot there?

4. What is the pantheon? Why is it so famous? What was the pantheon originally built for?

5. Piazza Navona is a famous square in Rome – talk about the fountain of the four rivers in the middle of the square? Why is the square oblong-shaped?

6. What is the Circus Maximus? What was is used for in Ancient Rome?

Theme 5: Florence – must see places

Include the following points in your research: 

1. The great basilica and Dome by Brunelleschi in Florence is famous  -why?

2. What famous artworks can you see at the Uffizi Gallery?

3. The statue of David by Michelangelo represents the city of Florence – why did Michelangelo chose to represent Florence by creating a statue of David before he slay the giant goliath?

4. What is the Ponte Vecchio?

5. What can you buy in the San Lorenzo Market?

6. What is the name of Florence’s river?

7.  Who were the De Medici family of Florence? Why are they so famous in Italian History?

8.Where can you get a good ice-cream in Florence?

