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LEARNING 
INTENTIONS

• What: Understand what an e-Portfolio is …

• Why: See the potential of e-Portfolio for the Digital Learning Framework, 

Languages Connect Implementation Plan and New Junior Cycle MFL Specification

• Why: See the benefits of an e-Portfolio for teachers/students

• How: Be able to create an e-Portfolio in One Note

• How : Get practical ideas to use the e-Portfolio to teach the new Junior Cycle MFL 

Specification

• Collaborate: Share good practice/ideas/digital tools



WHAT…
is an e-Portfolio?



WHAT IS AN E-PORTFOLIO? WHAT’S IT FOR?

The e-Portfolio is a digital portfolio of student’s learning

• An e-Portfolio can be used for ….

❖Content/ Storage

❖Creation

❖Collaboration

❖Assessment

❖Showcasing work



WHAT IS AN E-PORTFOLIO? WHAT’S IT FOR?
E-PORTFOLIO DEVELOPS SKILLS SUCH AS 

DIGITAL LITERACY & INFORMATION LITERACY



E-PORTFOLIO IS MORE THAN A STORAGE FACILITY 
FOR FILES

• Create and store content 
on your cloud drive

• Link with websites for 
research 

• Link to other applications
• E-Portfolio serves as a 

hub for all the digital 
technologies used in the 
e-Portfolio



A FEW CONSIDERATIONS…

• Digital technologies should enhance the lesson, teaching and learning 

comes first and foremost

• Must have clear and agreed rules for technology use in the school (AUP)

• Allow students to engage in some discovery learning – give them an 

application/software/website and let them figure it out…

• Allow students to make choices about their work – student voice



WHY…
should we use an e-Portfolio?



LANGUAGES CONNECT STRATEGY



THE DIGITAL LEARNING FRAMEWORK

• A number of pilot schools are involved in the DLF this year and the framework will 

be rolled out to all schools in September 2018

• There are two areas in the framework with four domains in each:

Teaching & Learning Management & Leadership

Domain 1 Learner outcomes Domain 1 Leading Learning & Teaching

Domain 2 Learner experiences Domain 2 Managing the organisation

Domain 3 Teachers’ individual practice Domain 3 Leading school development

Domain 4 Teachers’ collaborative practice Domain 4 Developing Leadership Capacity



DIGITAL LEARNING FRAMEWORK

Post-Primary: Teaching & Learning D1+D2 Learner Outcomes/Experiences

Students enjoy their 

learning, are motivated 

to learn and expect to 

achieve as learners 

Students have the 

necessary knowledge, 

skills and attitudes 

required to understand 

themselves and their 

relationships 

Students demonstrate 

the knowledge, skills 

and understanding 

required by the post-

primary    curriculum

Students attain the 

stated learning 

outcomes for each 

subject, course and 

programme 

Students engage 

purposefully in 

meaningful learning 

activities 

Students grow as 

learners through 

respectful interactions 

and experiences that 

are challenging and 

supportive 

Students reflect on 

their progress as 

learners and develop a 

sense of ownership of 

and responsibility for 

their learning 

Students experience 

opportunities to 

develop the skills and 

attitudes necessary for 

lifelong learning 



DIGITAL LEARNING FRAMEWORK
Teaching & Learning D3+D4 Teachers’ individual /collaborative practice

The teacher has the 

requisite subject 

knowledge, 

pedagogical 

knowledge and 

classroom 

management skills 

The teacher selects 

and uses planning, 

preparation and 

assessment practices 

that progress 

students’ learning 

The teacher selects and 

uses teaching 

approaches appropriate 

to the learning objective 

and to students’ learning 

needs 

The teacher 

responds to 

individual learning 

needs and 

differentiates 

teaching and 

learning activities 

as necessary 

Teachers value and 

engage in professional 

development and 

professional 

collaboration 

Teachers work 

together to devise 

learning opportunities 

for students across 

and beyond the 

curriculum 

Teachers collectively 

develop and implement 

consistent and 

dependable formative 

and summative 

assessment practices 

Teachers 

contribute to 

building whole-

staff capacity by 

sharing their 

expertise 



E-PORTFOLIO AND THE DIGITAL 
LEARNING FRAMEWORK

Domains 1+2: Learner Outcomes & Experiences

• We use digital technologies to/for ….

Active 

engagement 

of students

Attain 

learning 

outcomes in 

Specification

Demonstrate 

knowledge & 

skills required in 

Specification

Personal 

feedback and 

differentiated 

support

Create self-

directed 

learners

Access 

information 

About 

student 

progress

Source and 

exchange 

information

Develop 

understanding 

of knowledge

Respectful, 

positive 

student 

interactions

Collect 

evidence, 

record and 

reflect on 

progress



E-PORTFOLIO AND THE DIGITAL 
LEARNING FRAMEWORK

Domains 3+4: Teachers’ individual/ collective practice

Design own 

learning & 

assessment 

activities

Create 

relevant and 

meaningful 

activities 

Support 

students’ 

learning

Personalised, 

differentiated 

learning

Manage, monitor, 

record student 

progress

Support 

assessment of 

learning and 

AFL

Create 

purposeful, 

appropriate 

activities

Develop 

numeracy & 

literacy 

skills

Facilitate 

active use by 

students

Select & align DTs 

with effective teaching 

strategies

Evaluate, 

demonstrate, 

reflect with 

peers

Professional 

online 

communities 
(Teacher CPD)

Design & develop authentic 

formative and summative 

assessment

Determine effective 

use of DTs for 

Teaching, Learning and 

assessment



NEW JUNIOR CYCLE MFL SPECIFICATION



NEW JUNIOR CYCLE MFL SPECIFICATION

Based on learning outcomes not content/knowledge

• Greater connection with learning/quality of learning/developing skills

• Building on learning, supporting progress in learning

• Task-based learning (learning a by-product of doing)

• Portfolio element of assessment for MFL

• Student choice/ self-directed learning

• Actively engaged in activities and tasks

• Enjoyment of learning languages



NEW JUNIOR CYCLE MFL SPECIFICATION
AIMS

• Communicate effectively and confidently in the Target Language using a range of media

• Reflective and autonomous in language learning

• Actively involved in monitoring and assessing progress

• Appreciate own culture/ other cultures

• Develop skills to apply to other subjects / future life (transversal skills/ critical skills

Critical skills refers to particular capabilities needed 

within an occupation, for example, general 

management skills, communication and customer 

handling skills, teamwork skills, and communication 

technology skills.

Transversal skills are those typically considered as not 

specifically related to a particular job, task, academic discipline 

or area of knowledge but as skills that can be used in a wide 

variety of situations and work settings



NEW JUNIOR CYCLE MFL SPECIFICATION



JUNIOR CYCLE KEY SKILLS

Being 

Creative 

Being 

Numerate

Being 

Literate
Communicating

Managing 

Myself

Working 

with Others

Staying 

Well

Managing 

Information & 

Thinking



ASSESSMENT IN THE E-PORTFOLIO



ASSESSMENT IN THE E-PORTFOLIO



WHY?
are we using the e-Portfolio in the MFL classroom…



ASSESSMENT GUIDELINES /PORTFOLIO CBA 2

• The student language portfolio will include a broad range of items, such as written 

texts, projects, audio-visual materials, learning logs, student reflections and 

learning goals. It is recognised that in this context the student’s created texts may be 

presented in different formats—handwritten, digital, multi-modal, and so on. 

Students learn a lot from the process of language acquisition when they are taught how 

to use a portfolio to document and reflect on their learning. They need to develop 

confidence in interaction and an awareness of the process of language acquisition. 

Junior Cycle Modern Foreign Languages: Curriculum Specification (2016)

• Learning Logs are a personalized learning resource for children. In the learning logs, the 

children record their responses to learning challenges set by their teachers. Each log is a 

unique record of the child's thinking and learning. Curriculum Specification (2016)



LEARNING OUTCOMES ASSESSED THROUGH 
THE STUDENT LANGUAGE PORTFOLIO



LEARNING OUTCOMES ASSESSED THROUGH 
THE STUDENT LANGUAGE PORTFOLIO



STUDENT ENGAGEMENT & 
THE STUDENT LANGUAGE PORTFOLIO



THE STUDENT LANGUAGE PORTFOLIO
WHAT WILL IT LOOK LIKE…



CBA 2: LANGUAGE PORTFOLIO



CBA 2: LANGUAGE PORTFOLIO



HOW?
are we using the e-Portfolio in the MFL classroom…



HOW ARE WE USING AN E-PORTFOLIO IN MFL?

❑ Storing and showcasing students’ work

❑ Exploring a range of digital tools/ 

technologies 

❑Assessing students individually

❑ Giving feedback to students

❑ Creating original work (students)

❑ Collaborating (pair work)

• Uploading photos/ presentations

• Used Adobe Spark,  VOKIs, 

Storyboard That, Power Point, Photos, 

Videos, Audio

• Assessing students’ work in the e-

Portfolio

• Comment only feedback/ stickers/ 

audio feedback to student individually



STUDENT PORTFOLIO 
FOR MFL



VOICE RECORDING TO REINFORCE ORAL 
PRODUCTION SKILLS & PRONUNCIATION

• Students recorded themselves answering 

questions in French 

• Students prepared answers to the questions in 

their textbooks

• Students recorded themselves in the 

classroom with a school IPAD 

• Students can upload the audio file or copy and 

paste a link to a file saved on their One Drive



ORAL PRESENTATION IN FRENCH
TOUT SUR MOI

Students prepared a script for their 

Oral Communication Task

Students filmed themselves 

speaking French at home and 

uploaded the video file to the e-

Portfolio

Descriptors were awarded as part 

of the Christmas exam (mini CBA)



GIVE FEEDBACK 
TO STUDENTS 
USING LEARNING 
TOOLS DICTATE 
FUNCTION OR 
INSERTING AUDIO



STUDENT REFLECTION ON JUNIOR CYCLE KEY 
SKILLS USED IN MFL SO FAR…



FOLLOW ON WORK ON 
FRENCH FILM INCLUDING 

STUDENT REFLECTION



MIND MAPPING FOR 
VOCABULARY REINFORCEMENT 

USING WWW.COGGLE.IT

http://www.coggle.it/


SOCIO CULTURAL KNOWLEDGE AND INTER-
CULTURAL AWARENESS: UN PAYS FRANCOPHONE 

• https://spark.adobe.com/video/vJdbVB2wjpqhw
• Students made a note of 10 facts in 

their copy about Belgium (pays 

francophone featured in their book)

• They used these facts to create an 

adobe spark presentation

• Students could select which facts to 

use as well as the format of the 

presentation

• They also selected photos and fonts

• Students had to negotiate Adobe Spark 

by themselves (discovery learning)

https://spark.adobe.com/video/vJdbVB2wjpqhw


DIGITAL STORYTELLING 
IN THE MFL CLASSROOM



DIGITAL STORYTELLING TASK USING 
WWW.STORYBOARDTHAT.



SOME BENEFITS FOR FIRST YEARS 

• More confident with digital technologies

• More independent in learning (not as needy)

• Sense of achievement (pride in work)

• Encouraged to show each other how to do something (builds 

confidence/interpersonal skills)

• Let’s find out what the students think …



FIRST YEAR SURVEY E-PORTFOLIO IN MFL



FIRST YEAR SURVEY E-PORTFOLIO IN MFL



BENEFITS OF E-PORTFOLIO



BENEFITS OF E-PORTFOLIO



FIRST YEAR SURVEY E-PORTFOLIO IN MFL



FIRST YEAR SURVEY E-PORTFOLIO IN MFL



LEARNING 
INTENTIONS

• What: Understand what an e-Portfolio is …

• Why: See the potential of e-Portfolio for the Digital Learning Framework, 

Languages Connect Implementation Plan and New Junior Cycle MFL Specification

• Why: See the benefits of an e-Portfolio for teachers/students

• How: Be able to create an e-Portfolio in One Note

• How : Get practical ideas to use the e-Portfolio to teach the new Junior Cycle MFL 

Specification

• Collaborate: Share good practice/ideas/digital tools



THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION
PLEASE SHARE YOUR IDEAS/ THOUGHTS …


