The training seminar “Modern Innovative Methodologies of Teaching Russian as a Foreign Language” took place in Moscow on 18-28 January 2010.  It was held by the Pushkin Institute of the Russian Language and was sponsored by the Fund “Russian World”.

Lectures and master classes  were presented by the most distinguished professors and lecturers from the Pushkin Institute of the Russian Language.  Among them were Y.E.Prokhorov,  N.V.Kulibina, E.G.Azimov, N.B.Bitekhtina,  N.V.Vinogradova, A.S.Mamontov, V.V.Molchanovsky and many others.

The material presented in these lectures could be of interest to a vast majority of teachers of Russian.  The seminar’s material was carefully selected and could be equally of great value to those who teach Russian either at the Beginners’ level or at more advanced levels.  Below are some of the topics discussed at the seminar:

· the use of Internet resources in teaching Russian;
· teaching Russian phonetics;
· different learning styles and teaching methods; 
· peculiarities of teaching Russian at the beginners’ level;
· modern tendencies in the Russian language development;
· linguaculturology and its importance in teaching Russian as a foreign language etc.

The Internet resources and peculiarities of information search were brilliantly presented by E.G.Azimov.  The recommended Internet resources list comprises the web sites with links to different reference materials, electronic dictionaries,  e-magazines, distance courses (www.learningrussian.com and www.masterrussian.com) etc.  The full list of the Internet resources can be found in the file “Internet Resources for Teachers of Russian”. 

Another vital resource in teaching languages is books.  There have been many dictionaries and textbooks published in recent years.  The recommended list of such materials can be found in the file “Textbooks and Reference Material for Teachers of Russian”.
Finally,  the materials of the whole seminar (lectures, references material etc) can be found in the file “Seminar”.  

