


OUTLINE

❑Aims and learning outcomes: Junior Cycle, Languages Connect & the CEFR 

❑Theories & perspectives on ‘language’ learning (Culture, Language & Thought)

❑ Discovery and creativity: Wikis for Task-based learning

❑ Example of a wiki project on cultural awareness

❑ Hands-on activity with PBworks
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DOES CULTURE INFLUENCE LANGUAGE 
OR DOES LANGUAGE AFFECT CULTURE?













Big “C” Culture

• Civilisation aspects -
history, geography, art, music, 
and architecture (Tomalin & 
Stempleski ,1993)

Little “c” culture

• “Total set of beliefs, 
attitudes, customs, 
behaviours, social habits, etc. 
of the members of a 
particular society”     
(Richards et al., 1992: 94).

Big “C” Culture

Little “c” culture
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WHAT’S A ?





• Wikipedia is a 
multilingual, Web-
based, free-
content 
encyclopedia.

• It is written
collaboratively
by volunteers and 
allows most 
articles to be 
changed by 
anyone with an 
Internet 
connection.

http://frankejbypoulsen.files.wordpress.com/2008/07/wiki_web_c.jpg









http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-dnL00TdmLY

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-dnL00TdmLY


WHY CHOOSE A WIKI?

Task types Tasks Objectives

(1)

Information 

exchange

Authoring ‘cultural autobiographies’ Establishment of personal relationship with 

partners/increased awareness of cultural differences

Carrying out virtual interviews Development of ICC

Engaging in informal discussion Learner independence/development of fluency in TL

Exchanging story collections Increased factual/cultural knowledge about C2

(2)

Comparison 

and analysis

Comparing parallel texts Increased awareness of target culture and one’s own 

culture

Comparing class questionnaires Development of awareness of different cultural meanings 

and connotations of words and concepts in C1 and C2

Analysing cultural products Greater awareness of target culture/one’s own culture

Translating Improved language awareness/development of linguistic 

accuracy and fluency in TL

(3)

Collaboration 

and product 

creation

Collaborating on product creation Development of ICC/electronic literacy

Transforming text genres Improved metalinguistic awareness/linguistic accuracy and 

fluency in TL

Carrying out ‘closed outcome’ discussions Negotiation of meaning/development of linguistic accuracy 

and fluency in TL

Making cultural translations/adaptations Development of ICC

(O’Dowd and Ware, 2009: 176-77)

Collaborating on product creation 

fosters the development of 

intercultural communicative 

competence and electronic literacy



EXAMPLE OF A WIKI 
USE TO DEFINE 

(FRENCH) CULTURE

• First year language 
students in UL 

• 17-19 years of age

• Reading and discussing 
societal aspects of 
France

• Semester 1: discussion 
forum and blog

• Semester 2: wiki

• Creation of group wiki 
+ peer-reviewing



WIKI INSTRUCTIONS

DEFINE FRENCH CULTURE



PEER-REVIEW 
SHEET



TEXT

HYPERLINKS TO VIDEOS 

OR OTHER CONTENT

IMAGE

COMMENT



Culture in 10 words:

Language, food, sport, history, people, books, films, theatre, politics, weather.

Culture in 10 words:

Language,

Food,

History,

Arts,

Sport,

Fashion,

Music,

Tradition,

Dance,

Way of doing things.

Culture in 10 words:

Religion

Music

Values

Sport

Food

Cinema

Languages

Literature

Rituals, customs

History

Definitions:

- The culture of a country is composed of all the aspects of the society that 

define it.

- French culture is composed of a group of people who share the same language, 

belief, customs, values and artefacts.



Little c

- French people don’t eat at the

same time as Irish people do.

- On Sunday, everything is closed in 

France whereas our shops are open. French 

People like to have a quiet family day on Sunday.

- In English, we say “I am 19”. In France 

they say “j’ai 19 ans” (I have 19).

- “There are different ways to address people:

- Monsieur (man)

- Madame, (woman) 

- Mademoiselle (young woman)”

Big C                   



As we have seen in class, there are 

sub-cultures in sports among the youth…

This semester we have learnt new expressions 

and metaphors, that do not exist in English…

Last summer, I went to Tréguier in Brittany, where people 

speak Breton and celebrate Ernest Renan a famous poet…



Evidence of intercultural awareness/ sensitivity:

“The culture of a country is not superior to the one of another. Maybe the 

feelings towards a culture are stronger in some countries but it is not more 

significant. Diversity is important. We must protect cultures and keep our 

individuality.”

“There is no such thing as cultural superiority.  All cultures are unique.

So we must keep all the cultures and preserve the people who make them.”

De nombreux clichés affublent la France concernant sa culture, à commencer 

par celui du béret basque vissé sur la tête du Français, la baguette de pain sous 

le bras et la bouteille de vin rouge dans la poche (de provenance française, bien 

sûr). Au risque de décevoir certains, il y a très peu de chance de rencontrer un 

tel spécimen aujourd’hui, du moins avec ces trois critères réunis ! La France 

est une mosaïque de régions aux personnalités contrastées, de la Provence à la 

Bretagne, du Bordelais en Alsace. Pas une région ne ressemble à l’autre, dans ce 

qu’elle a à offrir en terme de culture. Par exemple, une visite en Bretagne peut 

donner la sensation étrange d’être dans un autre pays, tant la culture celte de 

cette région la différencie de Paris, par exemple. Dans chaque culture il y a 

beaucoup d'aspects communs, et individuels. Dans le cas des cultures 

irlandaise et française, il y a des caractéristiques particulières à ces deux pays 

qui divergent très clairement. Certains aspects culturels propres à un pays 

n'ont parfois de signification que pour le pays concerné.



Evidence of intercultural awareness/ sensitivity

and students’ roles

De nombreux clichés affublent la France concernant sa culture, à commencer par celui du 

béret basque vissé sur la tête du Français, la baguette de pain sous le bras et la bouteille de

vin rouge dans la poche (de provenance française, bien sûr). Au risque de décevoir certains,

il y a très peu de chance de rencontrer un tel spécimen aujourd’hui, du moins avec ces trois

critères réunis ! La France est une mosaïque de régions aux personnalités contrastées, de la

Provence à la Bretagne, du Bordelais en Alsace. Pas une région ne ressemble à l’autre, dans

ce qu’elle a à offrir en terme de culture. Par exemple, une visite en Bretagne peut donner la

sensation étrange d’être dans un autre pays, tant la culture celte de cette région la 

différencie de Paris, par exemple. Dans chaque culture il y a beaucoup d'aspects communs, et 

individuels. 

Dans le cas des cultures irlandaise et française, il y a des caractéristiques particulières à ces 

deux pays qui divergent très clairement. Certains aspects culturels propres à un pays n'ont 

parfois pas de signification que pour le pays concerné.



LET’S 
CREATE 

OUR 
OWN
WIKI!



TOP 3 
WIKI SITES 

FOR 
TEACHERS

• Pbworks.com

• Web Paint

• Wikidot.com



GET STARTED





E-MAIL CONFIRMATION



YOU ARE READY TO GO!



A GOOD LINK ABOUT HOW TO USE 
A WIKI IN THE CLASSROOM…

•https://elearningindustry.c

om/how-to-use-wiki-in-

the-classroom

https://elearningindustry.com/how-to-use-wiki-in-the-classroom


CREATING A WIKI USING 
GOOGLE SITES

• https://www.lifewire.com/project-
wikis-using-google-sites-771663

Video Tutorial

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6
qS6UwpqxR4

https://www.lifewire.com/project-wikis-using-google-sites-771663
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6qS6UwpqxR4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6qS6UwpqxR4


LET’S RECAP



FOR STUDENTS FOR TEACHERS

WIKIS: BENEFITS



FOR STUDENTS

• Peer interactivity

• A new mode of submission

• A different learner identity

• An exciting tool

• A motivating learning approach 

• Participation & contribution 

flexibility

• Group ownership of process and 

product

• Opportunity of response/ feedback

• Provides an easy way to introduce 
technology into the classroom

• Offers a scaffolding tool for students’ 
learning

• Encourages student engagement 

• Gives access to student (home) 
work 

• Promotes active learning

• Emphasizes time on task

• Respects diverse talents and learning 
styles

• Combines individual & group work

• Allows shyer students to contribute 

• Communicates high expectations

FOR TEACHERS

WIKIS: BENEFITS



FOR STUDENTS FOR TEACHERS

WIKIS: CHALLENGES



FOR STUDENTS

• Technical glitches of wikis. formatting 

problems/ saving edits/  selected font 

or color

• Frustration from “simultaneous 

editing” not being possible/ loss of 

content

• Posting pressure and timing

• Visibility

• Unequal contribution among the 

participants 

• Some participants’ disruptive 

behaviour

• Provide clear task guidelines

• Keeping up with postings

• Monitoring of simultaneous 

contributions

• Task designing and implementation

• Negotiating balance of individual 

input within the group

• Avoiding "Copy and Paste" work

• Ensuring students give others space 

and time

• Beware of collective bias

• Be mindful of inappropriate post 

content

FOR TEACHERS

WIKIS: CHALLENGES



A FEW GOOD REASONS FOR USING WIKIS 
IN LANGUAGE TEACHING

• 1) They promote a learner-centred environment

• 2) They are quick and simple to use and 

• 3) allow collaboration, independently of time and space, via easily accessible online 

spaces;

• 4) They offer authentic writing practice; 

• 5) They allow students to be actively engaged in reading and writing: correcting, editing, 

and up-dating;

• 6) They are flexible enough to incorporate multi-media content;

• 7) They can potentially be shared with a wider audience and made public;

• 8) They build a sense of community and belonging;

• 9) They present the student writers with a ready audience and critics; 

• 10) They can provide a platform for a real-world activity

Adapted from: https://ict-rev.ecml.at/Portals/1/documents/Wiki_offline.pdf



WHY USE WIKIS TO TEACH WRITING?
LAMB (2004) 

• wikis stimulate writing ('fun' and 'wiki' are often associated); 

• wikis provide a low-cost but effective communication and 

collaboration tool (with an emphasis on text rather than 

software); 

• wikis promote the close reading, revision, and tracking of 

preliminary work; 

• wikis discourage 'product oriented writing' while facilitating 

'writing as a process'; 

• wikis ease students into writing for a wider audience.



SEVEN STEPS TOWARDS SUCCESSFUL 
WIKIS

• Step 1: Show students an example of a successful wiki to motivate them. 

• Step 2: Allow students to choose their own tasks, agreed upon collaboratively, in 
order to stimulate and maintain their interest. 

• Step 3: Provide a trigger. Writing on an empty page is always difficult, so start the 
wiki yourself with a short entry or a set of linked pages. 

• Step 4: Set clear guidelines and time limits for all tasks but allow the wiki to stay 
open even after the tasks are officially completed. 

• Step 5: During the wiki task phase, check regularly to prevent excess corrections 
and “wiki-wars” (i.e.: two students or two groups fighting about editing and 
reverting to previous versions). 

• Step 6: Comment on the wiki entries. and encourage writing, editing and linking. 

• Step 7: Celebrate the completion of a task, e.g. by publishing the wiki content to 
another class or group, inviting their comments.

https://ict-rev.ecml.at/Portals/1/documents/Wiki_offline.pdf




