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DES Vision for ICT Integration – Digital Strategy

The Department’s vision for ICT integration in Irish schools, 
as articulated in the Digital Strategy, is to: 

“Realise the potential of digital technologies to enhance 
teaching, learning and assessment so that Ireland’s young 
people become engaged thinkers, active learners, 
knowledge constructors and global citizens to participate 
fully in society and the economy.” 

(Digital Strategy for Schools 2015-2020)

Digital Strategy being supported by funding of €210 million over 5 years.
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Digital Strategy – Key Themes

• The Strategy has been developed around four key themes. 
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Digital Strategy – Key Principles

1. A Constructivist Pedagogical Orientation underpinning the embedding 

of ICT in schools. 

2. The use of ICT in teaching, learning and assessment can enhance the 

learning experiences of all students. 

3. The use of ICT in teaching, learning and assessment is embedded in 

school curricula, Department policies and teacher education. 

4. ICT is used in an ethical and responsible way. 

5. ICT Planning is required to ensure ICT integration in teaching, 

learning and assessment. 
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Why a Digital Learning Framework?

• One of the key objectives of the Digital Strategy is to adapt the UNESCO 

ICT Competency Framework for Teachers for the Irish context.

• The development of a localised Framework was key action in the 2017 

Action Plan for Education and the Digital Strategy Implementation Plan 

2017, 

• A working group, representative of the Department, the inspectorate, 

support services, third level and the NCCA was established to oversee 

the design and development of the Digital Learning Framework for the 

Irish context.

• H2 Learning was engaged to assist the working group in this process.

– Review of international best practice

– Focus group consultations with teachers and principals

• In October 2017, the  Minister launched the Digital Learning Framework 

and pilot in primary and post-primary schools.
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The Digital Learning Framework

Purpose

• To assist schools in effectively embedding digital 

technologies into teaching and learning. 

• To provide clarity for school leaders and teachers 

in how to create a shared vision for how 

technology can best meet the needs of all 

learners.

• To help teachers reflect on their own individual 

practice.
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Structure of the Digital Learning Framework

Teaching and 
Learning

Learning Outcomes Learner Experiences
Teachers’ Individual 

Practice

Teachers’ 
Collective/Collaborative 
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Leadership and 
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Leading Learning 
and Change

Managing the 
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Leading School 
Development

Developing Leadership 
Capacity
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Structure of the Digital Learning Framework

• The standards is the same as in 
in Looking at our Schools 2016.

• New practice statements have 
been developed to reflect 
‘effective’ practice in relation to 
the embedding of digital 
technologies with regard to the 
standard.

• This is further developed in the  
‘highly effective’ practice 
statement.
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Schools’ engagement with the Digital Learning Framework

• It is not expected that all aspects of the Digital Learning Framework 

will be included in any one self-reflective or evaluative activity.

• The Digital Learning Framework should be viewed as an enabler of 

self-reflection and improvement and not as an inflexible check-list.

• Can be used as a planning tool by individual teachers, or groups of 

teachers, to plan, and reflect on, their daily teaching and learning 

practices, at all levels and across all areas of the curriculum.

• Help schools to develop a clear rationale for the embedding of 

digital technologies in teaching and learning and to inform 

infrastructure planning.

• Help schools and individual teachers to identify, and plan to address, 

their CPD needs in this area - help the Department and the support 

services to better respond to these needs.
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Digital Planning Guidelines

• The Digital Learning Framework is accompanied by 

Digital Learning Planning Guidelines.

– These will replace the e-Learning Planning Handbook.

• Good practice videos to be made available to 

accompany the Framework

• DLF trial taking place in 2017-18 school year. 30 

Primary and 20 Post-Primary Schools involved. 

• DLF will be finalised post-trial for full implementation 

from 2018-19 school year.
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